
Information 

Class Website: https://sites.google.com/a/nebo.edu/orchestra/ 
Curriculum Maps: https://sites.google.com/a/nebo.edu/orchestra/orchestra-docs 
Director email: angela.harman@nebo.edu 
School Phone: (801) 798-4075 
 
 

Equipment and Fees 

Violin and Viola Cello and Bass 
 Quality, playable instrument (purchased or rented 

from any local music store. Brands I recommend: 

Krutz 200 or 250, Andare, Rosalia, EastmanV100, 

Knilling or Suzuki.) 

 Bow and Rosin. My favorite rosin is Pirastro Olive.  

Cheaper rosins are fine. 

 Shoulder Rest - I recommend a sponge or a Kun 

 Cleaning cloth to wipe down instrument every day 

 Pencil to be kept in music folder 

 Strings Basics, book 2 (get the one for your 

instrument) 

 Cello/bow/case available for rental through SFJHS 

during the first week of school 

 $100 fee/rental agreement 

 Rosin - each student should purchase their own 

rosin and label it with a Sharpie 

 Pencil to be kept in music folder 

 Strings Basics, book 2 (get the one for your 

instrument) 
 OPTIONAL: Some students choose to rental an additional 

instrument from a music store to avoid having to carry a large 

instrument home for practice.  This is completely optional, as 

students are welcome to take home instruments any day as long 

as it is back the next day. 

Local Music Stores: 
 
Boothe Brothers Music – 135 N. Main in Spanish Fork 
Summerhays Music 1006 S. State, Orem 
Bert Murdock Music 981 N. 1280 W. Orem 
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Instruments and Lockers 
 
Instruments can be rented or purchased at any of the above listed music stores.  A quality 
working instrument is extremely important to the success of your student.  An instrument 
that does not stay in tune or that has poor tone will not be fun to play or to practice.  
Please avoid purchasing instruments online...especially from Amazon.com or eBay.  I 
have seen many students bring these instruments to school and quit playing because of 

the frustration with their instrument.  A quality instrument makes all the difference.  
I always recommend renting or purchasing the best instrument you can afford.  Your 
student will love playing and love to practice if they hear pleasant sounds coming from 
their instrument.  Please let me know if you need any help deciding on an instrument. 
 
Please mark all equipment with the students first and last name!  This doesn't have to 
be anything fancy - masking tape and sharpie will do.  Many violin/viola cases look the 
same and it is easy to get mixed up - especially at the beginning of the year.  Violin and 
Viola students must also have a shoulder rest.  Shoulder rests are essential for proper 
position and for advanced techniques such as vibrato.   
 
Students who rent cellos or basses from the school must pay a $100 fee which covers 
rental and maintenance.  School owned instruments and equipment become the 
responsibility of the student to whom they are assigned.  Any damage other than normal 
wear and tear will need to be repaired at the student’s expense.  Remember, horseplay 
can cause damage to instruments and equipment.  Be careful with your instrument - if it 
is necessary for you to put it down, place it out of harm's way, and never play on anyone 
else’s instrument.  
 
Violin and viola students will be assigned an instrument locker inside the orchestra room.  
Students will be sharing the lockers – 2 instruments to a locker.  The school will provide 
locks for these lockers. 
 
Students are expected to come to class prepared with all equipment every day.  If 
students cannot bring their instruments, they must bring a note from their parents 
explaining the situation.  Students will NOT need instruments on the first day of school.  

Please plan on bringing instruments to school on Friday, August 21. 
 

Music and Folders 
 
I will provide each student will with their own music folder. Students must keep their 
method book and all music inside the folder with a pencil.  Music is provided for rehearsal 
and for personal  practice.  Students are encouraged to take their music home for 
practice, but must be responsible for returning it every day for each rehearsal.  All music 
will be collected at the end of each concert.  A $5.00 fee per item will be charged for any 
lost music or folders.  Students who wish to mark their music may do so in pencil only.  
Students need to be responsible with folders and music by putting them away in the 
correct cabinet when not in use.  Those who leave folders on stands after class or do not 
put them away will lose class participation points. 

 
  



Concert Dates and Dress 

Mark your Calendars! These are required concerts and every student is 
essential for our success. 
 

Please mark the dates of our concerts.  All students are needed for a successful 
performance and attendance is required as 20% of overall grades each term. 
 
 
Oct. 20, 2015  HALLOWEEN CONCERT   7:00 p.m.  SF HIGH SCHOOL 
Dec. 7, 2015 Christmas Concert   7:00 p.m.  SFJHS 
March 9, 2016 Spring Concert    7:00 p.m. SFJHS 
May 4, 2016 UVU Orchestra Festival - During the school day UVU 
May 19, 2016  Final Concert/Awards Night  7:00 p.m.  SFJHS 
 
 
The first concert of the year is the Halloween concert.  Students will wear costumes to 
this concert. 
 
Students will wear an orchestra t-shirt or white shirt, black pants/skirts and black shoes to 
the other concerts of the year.  If a student is unable to purchase a t-shirt, that student 
may wear another shirt of the same color. 
 

All students are expected to stay through the entire concert.  Each group works 
very hard to prepare these performances and it is motivating for students to hear other 
groups. 

 

Seating       
 

All members of the orchestra will be seated in a way that most benefits the entire group.  
Students are expected to accommodate their stand partners and resolve any differences 
that may arise.  Seating is changed every 2 weeks. 
 

Private Lessons      
 

All students would greatly benefit by taking private lesson whenever possible. Private 
teachers can ensure that students learn correctly and immediately fix problems as they 
arise. In order to have success, students must be able to fix their playing as they practice.  
I teach students how to do this, but some students need one-on-one care to stay on track.  
Please LET ME HELP!  I want every student to succeed and I know each student can do it.  
If any student is feeling discouraged or lost, I encourage them to practice with me after 
school so that I can offer one-on-one help.  As a bonus, I give extra credit for students 
who stay after school to practice. You can find a list of private teachers on my website 
under 'Orchestra Docs' and 'Stuff you need.' 

 

  



 
Grading Policy 

There are three areas that students will be graded on in orchestra.  The three areas are 
given a weight factor that is used to calculate the student’s grade.  Tests and Assignments 
will be 60% of the total grade.  Class Participation and Concert Attendance will each be 
20% of the total grade. 

 
Students will be graded on various playing tests and assignments throughout the term.  A 
percentage will then be taken from the amount of points earned compared to the amount 
of points possible. The grading scale is broken down as follows: 

 
A   95% to 100%  C   67% to 70% 
A-  90% to 94%  C-  63% to 66% 
B+  85% to 89%  D+  59% to 62% 
B   80% to 84%  D   55% to 58% 
B-  75% to 79%  D-  51% to 54% 
C+  71% to 74%  F   50% and below 
 

 

Grading Criteria 

· Concert Attendance ............................................................................. 50 points per term 
Orchestra is a performance class.  Members of the orchestra are required to perform at 
ALL scheduled performances. Failure to participate in a concert is an automatic F for the 
concert. Only students with legitimate excuses for not participating in the concert may make 
up the F by writing a 6 page single spaced handwritten, or 3 ½ page double spaced typed 
research paper on a musical topic assigned by Mrs. Harman. These research papers will be 
due 1 week after the day of the concert. Please note that concert attendance is worth 20% of 
a student’s final grade. If you are aware of an un-avoidable conflict with an up-coming 
concert, please request an excuse from the performance at least 2 weeks in advance by 
phone or parent letter. 

 
· Class Participation ............................................................................... 50 points per term 

All students will automatically receive the full 50 points at the start of each term.  Students 
must be prepared at each rehearsal with instruments in good playing condition, music and a 
pencil - or a parental note of explanation. Students lose points for coming to class 
un-prepared or for disrupting rehearsals.  5 points will be taken off per offense. 

 
· Playing tests ............................................................................................. 56 points each 

Playing tests will be given throughout the term as determined by me. Upcoming playing tests 
will be announced at least 4 days in advance to allow for adequate preparation. Students 
may complete playing tests by playing them during class on playing test day or by submitting 
the test through SmartMusic. Students are expected to complete their playing tests on or 
before playing test day, even if they feel un-prepared. Students are allowed to re-take any 
playing test as many times as needed in order to reach proficiency. I expect students to 
re-take any playing test where they receive a score of 2 or less in a given area of emphasis. 

 
  



·  
·  
· Bell-work ............................................................................................................ 5 points 

Students are required to complete bell-work as outlined on the board. Students should begin 
working on bell-work as soon as they have their instrument set-up and tuned.  Bell-work 
should then be placed on the stand and will be graded and checked by me during the first 5 
minutes of class. Late bell-work is not accepted. 

·  
· Written tests/assignments ........................................................................ Various points 

Students will complete written tests to access understanding of concepts taught in the 
classroom. 

 

Extra Credit 
 
Students may receive extra credit per term by staying after school to practice (5 points per 
day) or attending a concert and turning in a 1/2 page evaluation of the concert (20 points).  
Students may also earn extra credit by tutoring other students or taking private lessons. 
 
 
 

Expectations for our Daily Rehearsal Procedure 

Beginning of Rehearsal: 

1.  Be in the classroom before the bell rings to avoid being marked tardy. 

2.  Only bring the equipment you need for orchestra into the classroom. There is no room for extra binders,    
books, or backpacks. No personal belongings are to be kept by your chair or music stand.  

2.  Immediately upon entering class, set up your instrument and get tuned/be ready for tuning. 

3.  Read instructions on the board and begin bellwork (Bellwork must be completed by 3 min. after the bell) 

4.  Put your music in the order that is listed on the board. 

During Rehearsal: 

1.  Be quiet when teacher stands by the podium 

2.  When teacher speaks...listen. 

3.  Play only when directed by teacher and avoid talking and distracting your classmates. 

4.  Mark music only with a pencil. 

5.  Pay attention and do your best. 

6.  Raise your hand to speak. 

7.  Hall passes will be allowed only with permission 

End of Rehearsal: 

1.  Wait until you are dismissed before putting instruments away. 

2.  Check the area around your seat to be sure you haven't left anything. 

3.  Store instruments and music in the proper location.  The orchestra classroom is too small to store things on 
the floor.  All your belongings must be put away every day. 

 

  



Practice 

Regular practice sheets are not required in orchestra.  Instead, we will have a variety of practice 
assignments.  In order to succeed in playing a musical instrument, you will need to develop good 
homework habits. Homework – for the musician is called practice and is essential to learning music.  
There's no short-cut to success... the more you practice carefully with focus, while fixing mistakes, the 
more quickly you will grow as a musician.  Beginning students will be given more specific practice 
instructions over the first few weeks of lessons. 
 
Here are a few suggestions which, if carefully followed, will produce results, without fail! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please set aside a regularly scheduled time for homework each day. Strings homework should 
be done just as any other homework. Do not leave practicing to chance, or wait until you have some 
"free time." Especially for beginners, several short practice periods per day may be more effective than 
one longer one. At times, the going may get rough, and you may get discouraged, but this is normal. If 
you will persevere through the tough times, you will experience the  tremendous satisfaction that 
comes with achieving your goals. 
 
Both your class periods and your practice periods will be enjoyable if you see that you are 
constantly making progress. Please understand that your rate of progress will be in direct 
relation to how diligently and consistently you do your homework.  If you have any questions or 
concerns, please let me know. I'm here to help!  

1. Practice slowly and carefully, thinking constantly of what you are trying to accomplish. 
Concentrate on the work at hand, and avoid automatic practice. 
 
2. Practice short sections of a song at a time. Practice fingering first, then bowing or plucking 
along with the fingering. 
 
3. Repeat each difficult part in the music until it can be played three times in a row correctly 
(once is accidental, twice is coincidental, three times is mastery). Merely playing one's 
music through once does not constitute practicing. 
 
4. Incorporate the proper rhythm, fingering, phrasing, articulation and dynamics in your 
practice from the very first time you play a piece. Playing the correct notes is only a very 
small part of learning music. 
 
5. A few minutes of thorough practice are worth hours of haphazard, careless work. You've 
heard it said that "practice makes perfect;" the truth is that only perfect practice makes 
perfect. 
 
6. Consider investing in a SmartMusic program for your computer. This interactive program 
makes practicing much more enjoyable, but also much more effective, as students are 
given immediate feedback on their playing, and the resources they need to ensure they are 
playing correctly. 
 
7. Remember, no question you might have is unimportant. That's why you come to class! 
Communication between student and instructor is essential to learning. 

 



Classroom Rules 

One word will help students remember the secret to success in orchestra: RESPECT 
 
 
  

Consequences 
 
Students that have difficulty with 
these guidelines should expect the 
following consequences: 
 
1.  Warning with loss of class 
participation points 
 
2.  Time-out conference with 
teacher 
 
3.  Intervention with parents or 
school officials 

 

There will be times students are instructed to use cell 

phones/devices to participate in specific classroom 

learning activities.  Otherwise, cell phones must be put 

away and out of sight during rehearsals and 

performances.  Students must focus all attention on 

improving their talents and must not divide their attention 

by constantly checking status/email/texts.  The director 

may have students place non-complying cell phones in 

time-out until the end of the class period as needed. 

  

 



Parents 

Parents are an important part of the Spanish Fork Junior High Orchestra and I appreciate all 
you do to support our orchestra program.  You can be supportive of the orchestra 
program and your child’s participation by: 
 

1. Assisting your child to be prepared and punctual for every rehearsal and performance. 

2. Notifying the director if your child is to be absent or late for a performance 

3. Encouraging your child to practice at home and help them find a quiet place to do so. 

4. Showing your interest and support in your child’s music study by attending performances. 

5. Discussing with the director anything that will help her better understand and serve your child. 

6. Arrange for private lessons when possible. 

 
 I look forward to working with you and your student through-out the year.  Please feel 

free to contact with any questions or concerns:  angela.harman@nebo.edu 
 
 

 
Orchestra Contract - Please Print this page and Turn in by Friday, Aug. 21 

 
I have read the information in this handbook and agree to abide by the orchestra classroom 
procedures and rules as outlined. 
 

                                                                                       
Student Signature 

 
 
I have read the information in this handbook and reviewed its contents with my child. 
 

                                                                                       
Parent Names - Please Print 

 
                                                                                       
Parent Signature 

 
                                                                                       
Phone number (where parent can be reached during the day) 

 

  



 

T-Shirt Order Form - 2015: Theme IGNITE 

Purchasing a shirt is optional, but I encourage all students to purchase a shirt because it helps 

us look much more unified when on stage since we wear these shirts at many of our concerts.  

I also believe that students should earn the money and pay for their own shirt, but that decision 

is really between parent and student.  :)  This form is due on September 18. 

 

 

 

 
   FRONT      BACK 
 
Price per shirt:  $7 
 
Name________________________________ Period___________ 
 
Youth Sizes:     YS  YM  YL   YXL 
 
Adult Sizes:      S     M  L    XL 
 
Please pay Mrs. Hall in the office and turn in this form and the 
payment receipt to Mrs. Harman 
 
 
PAID     



Mrs. Harman would like you to join
Intermediate Orchestra!

To receive messages via text, text

@sfjhsorch2 to 81010. You can opt-

out of messages at anytime by

replying, 'unsubscribe @sfjhsorch2'.

Trouble using 81010? Try texting

@sfjhsorch2 to (385) 282-6410

instead.

To:

Message:

Enter this number

Text this message

81010

@sfjhsorch2

*Standard text message rates apply.

Or to receive messages via email, send

an email to

sfjhsorch2@mail.remind.com. To

unsubscribe, reply with 'unsubscribe' in

the subject line.

New message

Recipients

Subject

sfjhsorch2@mail.remind.com

(You can leave the subject blank)

WHAT IS REMIND AND WHY IS IT SAFE?

Remind is a free, safe, and simple messaging tool that helps teachers share important updates and reminders

with students & parents. Subscribe by text, email or using the Remind app. All personal information is kept

private. Teachers will never see your phone number, nor will you see theirs.

Visit remind.com to learn more.
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