
9th Grade Advanced Orchestra          Curriculum Map 

SMART Goal I CAN Tasks Assessment/Resources 
Tone Production 
 
Students will demonstrate 
proper tone on 4 playing 
tests each term with a score 
of 3 (proficient) or 4 
(mastered) in the area of 
Position and Tone. 

 Perform with a sound 
characteristic of a stringed 
instrument. 

 Demonstrate the correct playing position for 
the body, instrument, and bow. 

 Play with a clear, smooth, resonant tone 
with the bow. 

 Properly hold the bow 

 Play pizzicato with ringing tone 

 Evaluate, adjust and refine the three 
elements of sound: bow speed, bow weight, 
bow contact point. 

 Demonstrate parallel bowing for clear tone 

 Analyze, evaluate and interpret where in the 
bow to play a musical line for the desired 
tone and volume: frog, tip or middle 

 Properly care for the instrument 

 Learn basic tuning skills 

 Tune the instrument using 5ths (harmonics 
for the bass) 

 Demonstrate ability to play with a slow 
vibrato motion on notes longer than a 
quarter note 

 Playing tests 

 String Explorer  book 2 

 Grade 2-4 Orchestra 
Literature 

Rhythm  
 
Students will demonstrate 
proper tone on 4 playing 
tests each term with a score 
of 3 (proficient) or 4 
(mastered) in the area of 
Rhythm. 

 Develop an internal sense of 
time and pulse. 
 
 

 Perform alone and in class a steady tempo. 

 Perform with slight variations in tempo 

 Perform various rhythmic patterns 
separately and in context of melodic and 
accompaniment patterns.  These patterns 
include: sixteenth note patterns,  whole 
note, half note, quarter note, eighth note, 
and corresponding rest patterns in quarter 
time signatures. 

 Use a systematic counting system while 
rehearsing, performing, and writing 

 Dictate simple rhythms using proper 
notation 

 Playing tests 

 Rhythm worksheets 

 String Explorer  book 2 

 Grade 2-4 Orchestra 
Literature 

  



Bowing 
 
Students will demonstrate 
proper tone on 4 playing 
tests each term with a score 
of 3 (proficient) or 4 
(mastered) in the area of 
Bowing. 

 Perform with varied 
articulations, bowing effects, 
and styles. 

 Properly hold the bow 

 Perform music using the appropriate 
amount of bow moving in the proper 
direction. 

 Perform bowing and articulation symbols 
enumerated in year 2 method books. 

 Playing tests 

 Write bowings on a 
simple melody 

 String Explorer  book 2 

 Grade 2-4 Orchestra 
Literature 

Intonation/Note Reading 
 
Students will demonstrate 
proper tone on 4 playing 
tests each term with a score 
of 3 (proficient) or 4 
(mastered) in the area of 
Notes/Intonation. 

 Accurately perform the 
printed pitches. 

 Read music notation 

 Play basic finger patterns (half steps and 
whole steps) used in a major and minor 
tetrachord on all four strings in first position. 

 Perform a unison melody with one other 
person consistently correcting intonation 
problems. 

 Read pitches in the clef of chosen 
instrument. 

 Sight read a simple melody 

 Demonstrate correct fingerings for all notes 
in D, G, C, A, F, Eb, Ab and Bb Major scales. 

 Echo 4 note patterns by ear to recognize 
accurately all pitches 

 Demonstrate correct fingerings for the b, c, 
e, a, d and g minor scales 

 Perform with accurate intonation simple 
melodies using shifting 

 Playing test 

 Class assessment 

 String Explorer  book 2 

 Grade 2-4 Orchestra 
Literature 

Expression 
 
Students will perform in at 
least one concert per term, 
demonstrating all musical 
expression as rehearsed and 
practiced during class. 

 Understand and respond to 
dynamics 

 Communicate through music 

 Perform using piano, forte, mezzo and 
subito dynamics, crescendo and diminuendo 

 Identify a musical phrase and shape it 
through the use of dynamics 

 Express feelings and emotions through 
music 

 Written worksheets 

 String Explorer  book 2 

 Grade 2-4 Orchestra 
Literature 

Notation/Music Theory 
 
Students will complete 
written music theory and 
ear training assignments 

 Understand and write music 
notation. 

 Improvise in melodies, 
variations, and 
accompaniments 

 Compose music within 

 Read, perform, and interpret rhythmic 
musical symbols, terms and signs found in 
year 2 method book. 

 Transcribe a simple melody from a method 
book using the rules of proper notation. 

 Improvise a rhythmic variation on a melody 

 Jazz method/rote 

 Composition 
assignment 

 String Explorer  book 2 



each term with a score of at 
least 80% 

specific guidelines  Improvise a tune based upon an original 
melody. 

 Correctly draw and label music notation as 
well as key signature, time signatures and 
scales. 

 Complete music theory worksheets 

 Compose a 16-measure melody 

Performance/Literature 
 
Students will perform in at 
least one concert per term, 
demonstrating knowledge 
of music literature and 
proper concert performance 
and etiquette as rehearsed 
and practiced during class. 

 Participate in music 
performances 

 Learn and perform a variety 
of music literature 
appropriate for student 
ability and skill 

 Perform alone in class or in public 

 Perform in a small ensemble in class or 
public 

 Rehearse, adjust and refine previously and 
newly learned arts concepts and skills in a 
performance process 

 Demonstrate appropriate stage presence, 
dress and etiquette 

 Demonstrate appropriate audience behavior 
for a formal performance 

 Concerts 

 District Performance 
Assessment 

 School Concerts 

 UVU Festival 

 Grade 2-3 Orchestra 
Literature 

Listening/Analyzing Music 
 
Students will listen to and 
analyze musical 
performance at least one 
time per term and turn in 
their completed analysis in 
written form. 

 Listen to, analyze, and 
describe music of various 
styles 

 Evaluate music performances  Listening reports 

 

  



2013-2014 CURRICULUM SCHEDULE - 9th Grade Advanced Orchestra 

   STRING EXPLORER BOOK 2  PLAYING TEST DATES   PERFORMANCE/CONCERT DATE(s) 

TERM 1  Unit 4     9/6, 9/20, 10/4, 10/18  October 24, 2013  7:00 p.m. SFHS 

 

TERM 2  Unit 5     11/1, 11/15, 12/13   December 4, 2013  7:00 p.m. SFJHS 

 

TERM 3  Unit 6     1/31, 2/14, 2/28, 3/14  March 13, 2014  7:00 p.m. SFJHS 

 

TERM 4  Unit 7     3/28, 4/18, 5/2, 5/16   May 6, 2014 7:00 p.m. SFJHS 

             *UVU Orchestra Festival TBA 

 


